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Asylum 
seeker 

Refugee 

Refused 
Asylum seeker 

Undocumented 
migrant 

Someone who enters or stays in the UK without the documents 
required under immigration regulations 

A person who has left their country of origin and applied for 
asylum in another country but whose application has not yet 
been concluded 

 
Someone whose asylum application has been successful; the 
Government recognises they are unable to return to their 
country of origin owing to a well-founded fear of being 
persecuted for reasons provided for in the Refugee Convention 
1951 or European Convention on Human Rights.   
 

A person whose asylum application has been 
unsuccessful.  
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Afzal* 
MSM, flees Afghanistan due to fear  

of persecution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Fictitious case study 





 



Finnerty et al .Does the new ‘jungle’ migrant camp in Calais meet the intra-agency working 
group (IAWG) minimum standards for sexual and reproductive health (MISP) in an 
emergency situation? Sexually Transmitted Infections 2016;92:291 



 Sexual Violence  

  





HIV infection prevalence in refugee & undocumented 
migrant population 

 

• 1.5% - asylum centre Italy (Tafuri et al BMC Infectious Diseases, 2010) 

 

 

• 3.4% pregnant asylum seekers Netherlands (Goosen et al, PLOS One 
2015) 

 

 

• 2.9% undocumented migrants France (Berdougo, IAS 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 



HIV in the UK 2016 – migrants  

 

In 2016 migrants were : 

            

55% of those accessing care 

                   

55% of those newly diagnosed 
 

 
 

 

 

Source: Public Health England 



Post migration acquisition of HIV 

 

 



ACCEPTED 
=838 

REJECTED 
=2,379 

JULY 2015-MAR 2017 

Asylum claims on the basis of sexual orientation 

The Guardian 25th February 2017 





STIs  

Newman L, Rowley J, Vander Hoorn S, Wijesooriya NS, Unemo M, et al. (2015) Global Estimates of the Prevalence and Incidence of Four Curable Sexually Transmitted Infections in 2012 
Based on Systematic Review and Global Reporting. PLOS ONE 10(12): e0143304. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0143304 
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0143304 

Table 5. Prevalence by infection and World Bank classification. 



Contraception/Reproductive Health 



Tuberculosis 

 

 

Tuberculosis in England: 2017 Report. Public Health England.  



Top asylum applications by 
nationality Q2 2017 

Estimated TB incidence 
per 100,000 population  

Pakistan 268 

Bangladesh 221 

Nigeria 219 

India 211 

Afghanistan 189 

Sudan 146 

Vietnam 133 

Iraq 43 

Albania 16 

Iran 14 



TIPS 

• Get an independent interpreter  

 

• Ask about the patients journey 

 

• Ask about violence  

 

• Discuss how the NHS works and sexual health 

 

• Get up to date on healthcare charging (help available from NAT/DOTW) 

 



“The aim is to create here in Britain a really hostile environment 

for illegal migration … What we don’t want is a situation where 

people think that they can come here and overstay because 

they’re able to access everything they need.” Theresa May, 2012 
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