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Generics 
 
• Exactly the same active ingredient and yields the same 

therapeutic effect 
 
• Developed for marketing once the period of ‘exclusivity’ 

on the branded version has expired 
 

• Any differences are limited to inactive ingredients, e.g. 
colouring, flavouring, and stabilizing agents 
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The Media 
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Brighton Method 

Clinician identifies 
suitable patient 

Patient sees 
Pharmacist to 

switch 

Pharmacist follow 
up by telephone 
and delivery of 

medication 

Hardweir et al, The Next Generiction, BHIVA 2017. 
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Waters L et al, Was the pain worth the gain? BASHH/BHIVA April 2018 

£8,800,045 savings from switching to generics 
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However…. 

• Switches from Atripla® to Tenofovir DF + 
generic lamivudine + generic efavirenz were 
not included as part of the national switch 
data 2016/17 
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  Savings 2017/18 
Switched 

from 

Switched to Savings per 

patient per 

month (£) 

Number of 

patients 

 

Total Saving per 

month  

(£) 

Atripla® gTDF/g3TC/gEFV 365.56 47 17181.32 

Atripla® TVA/gEFV 

(Improving Value switch) 

63.10 17 1072.70 

Total     64 18254.02 

Updated figures from Hardweir V et al, The Next Generiction, BHIVA 2017. 
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Estimated full year savings of £219,000 
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Problems… 



Discontinuations (53/117)  
gTDF/g3TC/gEFV TVA/gEFV 

n.b. Some patients reported >1 side-effect 
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More Research is needed! 

• Patients were exposed to different brands of 
generics 

 Different excipients?  
 Side-effects due to different salts of the active 

ingredients? 
 Are patients being exposed to more of the active 

ingredient? 
 Psychological factors? 
 

• Tablets look different for every manufacturer 
 Polypharmacy 
 Elderly patients 
 Patients with vision impairment 
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One brand, One price? 

Price increase from $13.50 to $750 a tablet 

CNN Money September 2015 
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‘We are experiencing more stock 
outs than in Sub-Saharan Africa’ 

Clinical Nurse Specialist, 2016 
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Spending on shortages of generics rose sevenfold last 

year to £315m 
BMJ 2018;361:k2581 
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Department of Health & Social Care, presented at Clinical Pharmacy Congress, April 2018 

Medicines Shortages (April 2018) 

http://nww.bsuh.nhs.uk/


Department of Health & Social Care, presented at Clinical Pharmacy Congress, April 2018 
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Which is the more expensive product? 

Are the prices too low? 
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