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What is Oral history?

* In-depth, extensive, unstructured, account often using a ‘life history” approach
* An opportunity for those ‘hidden from history’ the ‘silent voices’ to be heard

* A source of new perspectives - that may challenge/add to the traditional view of the
past and formal historical accounts

* Contrast to guided interviews, where data collected is interpreted by someone else.
Anonymous. Source data destroyed once data obtained.

* Preservation for use now and by future generations

* The voice will be preserved to tell the story
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Changing models of health care




Changing models of health care

young, previously healthy, activists, informed
stigmatised, alone, rejected
New patients chaotic, multiple social needs
children, families, diverse cultures, friends, colleagues
bereaved, dying

new, innovative, patient centred, partnerships,
New approaches N multi-disciplinary,

relaxed professional boundaries/ rules and regulation

responsive, gay, activists, HIV positive, invested,
New healthcare committed,

workers friends, patients
volunteers




Changing health care relationships
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Changing health care relationships

Relationships between HCWs

Flattened hierarchy
doctors and nurses ->
multidisciplinary team +++

introduction of formal support
emphasis on informal support ->
intense personal relationships
between staff
colleagues ->patients

Relationships between patients and HCWs

activism
partnerships
patient centred care

fracturing of traditional family
-> care and support from healthcare
workers/volunteers/other patients

Challenging rules and regulations
Relaxed professional boundaries
Patients -> friends
Friends -> patients

Different demographic in Scotland
Very different narrative of relationships




Impact on self
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_Jane s, Nurse LR Positive



The AIDS Era: an oral history of UK healthcare workers
Website

https://www.healthcareworkersinhiv.org.uk/wp-login.php?loggedout=true



https://www.healthcareworkersinhiv.org.uk/wp-login.php?loggedout=true
https://www.healthcareworkersinhiv.org.uk/wp-login.php?loggedout=true
https://www.healthcareworkersinhiv.org.uk/wp-login.php?loggedout=true

©Gideon Mendel

Any other
thoughts on
how this
project could
be used?




