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Case Studies
• Beth

• 52 yrs male, identifies as gay, diagnoses in 2015  
• Viral load  297  and CD4 8
• Came to town to die
• DoLS in hospital
• Trust issues
• Family abuse, Children’s homes, Lack of 

education, Street homeless,
•  Prison x 2, sex work – pimped
• Gun shot to head and other self-harm incidents, 
• Splenectomy, Psoriasis, PTSD, Epileptic, COPA, 

Molluscum,     Frailty, Personality disorder. 
• Drug use - ex iv heroin user and currently 

smokes hash/weed
• Came onto our caseload angry and defensive 

and refusing to re commence ARVs on palliative 
funding.

• Madi

• 32 yr old male, diagnosed in 2019 and reluctant to 
engage  

• Viral load 333.000 and CD4 134. 
• He lost his job and hit rock bottom, then contacted 

me
• Accepted that Chem sex was what had made his 

life so chaotic and the reason for him losing his job.
• From a very religious family, his father was very 

dominant, and didn't know he identified as being 
Gay.

• No one other than us, knew about his diagnosis 
and he was struggling mentally. He had a really 
good relationship with his mum and he felt he 
needed to share his diagnosis with her.

• Both seen in clinic and worked through her 
concerns, there was lots of tears. Her main 
concern were if her son was going to die.

•  I did referrals to lots of different services and he 
was supported with his addiction to Chems.
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Thank you
 Any questions…?
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