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After he died I started to suffer from ill health - so
throats, swollen glands, loss of voice, constant
my mouth and strange itchy rashes, in fact the sam
symptoms as my deceased partner. I visited my fa
doctor on numerous occasions trying to get rid of
thrush which was stopping me from eating. I thou
that’s why I was losing so much weight and why
hair was starting to fall out. I became so used to fe
ill that it became the norm and I just battled on, b
getting weaker and weaker all the time. This wa:
very low point in my life - I also found out that
partner had been two timing me with a beauti
Russian girl who apparently had medical pr
was using him to get a visa to escape fro
yet to make any connections.
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Whilst on holiday in Spai
ill and ended up in Can
Ibiza with pneumonia, d
had countless blood tes
was never tested for
should rename the h
because somehow
On my return to
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2002 Samta ]Etm]lallhlal anzal

The test was confirmed
Blackburn Hospital. A
viral load of over tw:
was 21. I was start
medication. The
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2002 diagnosed HIV P’ositive

Shingles - back ‘

Shingles - front

body had become
finding it hard to fight off infecti
constantly ill - then I develo
horrendous case of shi
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When the medication had done
miraculous stuff and my viral lo
undetectable, I enrolled at univer:
study counselling, the idea being
when I qualified I could help ne
diagnosed people, so unlike me,
would have somewhere to turn
I'd told my son, who was 22 at
which was the worst thing I
do, I could finally come out
closet and become an acti
Fem and ICW where I
women and also m:
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2008 Graduated from UnivVersity




2009 Published n
“The Spider
www.lulu

Al4 3y} pup Japids ayy

EA paas auusupy

2009 started H
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2010

‘ ?Dragun’s i

The Positive Picture Project
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Thrivine won the
Patients First

S ! ," ¥ G
This is myfpainting, entitled) \\Tl_"he last S}lrpper'— it's all abatit my equ’rien"ce of = ».
being diagn@sed with HIV - thé\huge pills) the pallbearers carrying e off to iy
death, theWhite rabbit - time v"vqx runhing out, my dead partner’$'ex ﬁty%hoes.
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visitors to www.
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44 cities & 25 countries online
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10,148,607 visits since July 14, 2010

22/07/2014

13



22/07/2014

isfrict
—=

weBzan City

% .loo Passos/Paraiba )

My stat globe - T'love seemg allt

people are on line and hopefully fl@ng comfort and support
information that will give thent8ome hope. I wonder sometimés who all
these people are and if they'even understand my often ‘eccen#fric’ blogs,
especially as my dog Lady Doodles sqmetimes writes the

year the website wasHaecked/by anti= gay protesters an

everything - but not a Ofie to be beaten, especially bysstigma and
homophobic nutcases; I nianaged to put some ifmét all of the content
back. If you want to join thethivine please visit me at www .hivine.com

u feel alone and m

dog. A do
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2002 combivir
efavirenz (azt)

2010 truvada
atazanavir
ritonavir

2012
Atazanawir

Raltegravir
Ritonovir

2012
darunavir
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The virus is contr
which since I s

remember
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Sunday Times
10th April 2014

=

Mercer — the ¢

than 30 years. S
= “My reason for
or to cast blame
save lives,” said
in 2001.

Figures from P
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I feel I've done everything I pos
was diagnosed to raise awarene
so the same thing doesn’t happe
spoken on the Jeremy Vine sho
4, T've sat on the famous sofa o
by Holly and Philip, I've even
it off, at least for now, with
presentation ends where it
although really I suppos
was 52 when I was di

My feelings about late dia;
Listening to one of the
this morning reminded
who have to suffer fro
care for us and that in
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